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Fields of green are 
turning to white-
and it’s not all that 
lovely snow we 

appreciate each year. It’s 
an invasive plant called 
Hoary alyssum (Berteroa 
incana) that is sprouting up 
and surging throughout the 
Thompson-Nicola Regional 
District and invading ranges, 

This plant is native to 
east-central Europe and 
western Asia and was 
introduced into North 
America as a contaminant 
in clover and alfalfa seed.  
Contaminated seed, as well 
as contaminated hay, are still 
considered likely means of 
long distance seed dispersal.  

Hoary alyssum is 
biennial that is part of the 
Mustard (Brassicaceae) 
family. It is characterized by 

have deeply lobed petals 
and somewhat fuzzy stem 
that can extend up to 1m tall.  
Its leaves clasp its stem and are rough, like sandpaper, when 
rubbed. The plant has translucent seed pods at maturity and each 
plant can release up to 2,500 seeds per year. 

weed” however there is more to it than meets the eye. Hoary 
alyssum is toxic to horses when consumed and can cause fever, 
limb edema, diarrhea and laminitis. It has also been linked to 
miscarriages in pregnant mares. There have been no known 
reports of the plant affecting other animals such as cattle and 
sheep. 

The good news is that horses don’t typically tend to forage 
on standing plants. The bad news is that hoary alyssum can be 
inadvertently ingested through contaminated hay as the plant 
remains toxic after it is dried. 

In the event that this plant ends up on your property, small 
populations can be treated by hand pulling the plants prior to 

heads should be placed in a 
clear bags as these tenacious 

seed after they are removed. 
All of the bagged plant parts 
need to be disposed of at 

burial. Please do no compost 
this plant at home or at 
composting facilities.

If you have a larger 
infestation, spring and fall 
herbicides applications are 
most effective. A herbicide 
containing a combination 
of dicamba and 2,4-D will 
do the trick. Addition of a 
surfactant to your mix has 
shown increased treatment 

you are new to chemical 
control, contact your local 
agri-supply store for support 
and always remember to read 
the label before you apply. 

Want bugs? Sadly there 
aren’t any biological control 
agents available for Hoary 
alyssum.  

Though there are 
mechanical and chemical ways to manage this plant, the best 
control option is prevention. Here are a few simple things you 
can do to protect your property and horses from this plant: 

• Know what is in your hay before you purchase, sell or 
transport it. 

• Do not feed hay containing greater than 30% hoary 
alyssum to horses.

• Learn to identify Hoary alyssum (and other noxious 
weeds) and check your property regularly for 
establishment. 

• Avoid unloading, parking, or storing equipment and 
vehicles in infested areas.

• If you borrow or hire farm machinery ensure it is clean 
prior to arriving on your property, the same goes for 
lending of your own equipment

• 

Look What’s Sprouting Up!  
HOARY ALYSSUM IS ON THE MOVE IN THE TNRD

Submitted by Coleen Hougen, Invasive Plant Management Coordinator, Thompson-Nicola Regional District
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of analysis’  to ensure 
there are no invasive plant 
contaminants

• Maintain or establish 
healthy plant communities 
on your range and in your 
pastures that are resistant 
to invasion by invasive 
plants.

If you want more information 
on hoary alyssum or other 
invasive plants in the region you 
can contact the Thompson-Nicola 
Invasive Plant Management 
committee (www.tnipmc.com).
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