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This year’s ADM tour took place near Kamloops BC, where a delegation 

Hill Fire wherein tour participants got to see the scope and scale of 

tour of various sites in the Clinton/Cache Creek area that showcased ‘real-life’ 
examples of the issues of importance to our industry and the impacts that they 
have had on people involved in our industry and on the landscape. 

“It is a chance for BCCA to showcase the value of Crown land for its 
productive potential,” said Werner Stump, Land Stewardship Chair. “We 
selected the Elephant Hill area because of the myriad of challenges the landscape 

provincially.”
While the BCCA Land Stewardship Committee organized the tour, it was 

natural that discussion crossed over the scope of several BCCA committees. 
Some of the discussion points of the tour included: 

Various challenges faced by 

effects of back-burning, challenges and delays in having access to their range 

risks on properties and challenges to local communities, such as Clinton, who 
are struggling to recover and re-build from these catastrophic events.
Fencing Delays Post-Fire:

with FLNRORD Archeological Branch, and what seems to be the inconsistent 
application of policy within and across Districts.  
Soil Disturbance: The importance of ensuring that soil disturbance is minimized 

soils and support soil health and to minimize the spread of invasive plants.  
Opportunities to Enhance Landscape Value and Productivity: Looking at 

to enhance the values and productivity of the landscape going forward through 

In order to build effective relationships with the provincial 

industry, BCCA hosts regular tours with Assistant Deputy 

tours provide an excellent opportunity to showcase issues in 
an accessible, intimate format that promotes the building of 
relationships between BCCA and government, as well as across 
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Photo left: ADMs Paul Rasmussen (FLNRORD) Jennifer McGuire (Environment) and Arif Lalani (Agriculture)
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measures like delayed replanting, not replanting some areas, and 
looking to local stakeholders like ranchers to participate in and inform 
land use plans associated with these areas moving forward. 
Water Storage & Stockwatering: The critical nature of both water 
storage and stockwatering for our industry, and the need to create 
clarity and certainty for producers through the development of 
policy and regulation related to stock watering, pursuant to the Water 
Sustainability Act. 

Tour participants included several BCCA Staff and Directors, 
ADMs from FLNRORD (Paul Rasmussen), Environment (Jennifer 
McGuire), Agriculture (Arif Lalani), several other senior government 
and operations staff, BCCA fencing program coordinators, a local area 
rancher and a fencing contractor. 

Feedback from government participants on this tour was positive 
and many commented on the value in seeing concrete example of 
issues and hearing personal accounts. There were several commitments 
to take action on some of our concerns including:
Stockwatering: ADM McGuire (ENV) has been reviewing the 
development of the livestock water regulation and realizes how 
valuable water is to the cattle industry.  McGuire stated that the most 
secure access to water comes from having an authorization (licence).
Water Storage:
to agricultural dams and ADM McGuire appeared open to discussing 
options for retaining water on the land through water storage options.
Archeological Assessments: ADM Rasmussen & staff (FLNRORD) 
have a clear understanding about the operational challenges and the 
need to provide clarity about the archeological assessment process, 
especially around fencing.  FLNRORD is developing a guidebook that 
will outline when an archeological assessment is required in order to 
the meet Heritage Act requirements

The BCCA looks forward to continuing work with government on 
these issues and the advancement of our interests. 

Ted Zimmerman, Paul Rasmussen, 
Jennifer McGuire and Arif Lalani

Land Stewardship Chair Werner Stump
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In early September, the Ministry of Forests, Lands, 
Natural Resource Operations and Rural Development 
(MFLNRORD) and the Ministry of Transportation and 

some of the outcomes of the 3-year pilot program and foster 
discussion about the pilot and future invasive plant management 
needs for the region. Representatives from a variety of 
perspectives (local and provincial government, ranching 
community, First Nations, academia, community associations 

tour highlighted spotted knapweed research trials taking place 
on the Laurie Guichon Memorial Grasslands and weed control 
on the Coquihalla. 

 The program successes are highlighted below:  
• Enhanced protection of private landowner invasive

plant control investments through targeted treatments of 
Crown land buffer areas through the coordinated “Good 
Neighbour” approach. 

• Increased invasive plant management on Crown land
along road right of ways and grasslands through linear 
and spot treatments

• Improved engagement with Thompson- Nicola
stakeholders and local First Nations affected by invasive 
plants

• Increased employment opportunities for contractors,
ranchers and First Nations

• Supported much needed research on invasive plant
management and restoration

A clear message was delivered to Provincial leaders attending 

funding to support continuation of this pilot, and other invasive 
plant management programs in the region, as there is still so 
much more to be done in regards to invasive plant management.

Invasive Plant 
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TRU Masters student, Lauchlan Fraser, TRU Professor,  
Kristi Gordon, TRU Masters student, Grahame Gielens, 

Environmental Roadside Manager, MOTI

Highlighting the weed control work done along the Coquihalla 

Grahame Gielens with MOTI
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Forest companies that need trees and ranchers that need 
forage converge on BC’s Crown land throughout the 
province, not always with the best success.  But a small 
group of tour attendees heard that when innovation is at 

the helm, collaboration is not only possible but there are potential 

crisp fall day, a motley crew of ranchers, cattle industry and forestry 
company representatives, government ministry staff and  researchers 
gathered for a tour highlighting an innovative integrated forage, 
cattle, and timber management research project.  

The research project is situated in Goudie, East Kelowna in 
the Okanagan Shuswap Natural Resource District where there are 

considerations for the watershed. 
Shortage of Timber: From the forestry side the site is located in 

Tolko’s timber supply area, in a mid rotation, roughly 45 year old, 
conifer stand where the trees would not be harvested for typically 
another 20-30 years. Tolko like many forestry operations following 
the pine beetle epidemic has a shortage of timber to harvest in the 
Interior which is affecting the viability of their mills in the area.

Shortage of Forage: From the cattle side, the site has little 
forage left under the trees, and is part of a grazing tenure in forage 
shortfall.  It is a good example of the forage shortfalls experienced 
in the Okanagan Shuswap Natural Resource District.  The shortfalls 
have led to a forage strategy with the goal of ensuring that the right 
amount and type of forage is located in the right place and time.

What was done: In the face of shortages in both forest and cattle 
industry needs, an innovative silvopasture research project was 
born: Strip Commercial Thinning in Mid-Rotation Forested Stands.  
Masters Student, Steven Kega wrote of the project, “We explored an 
opportunity to integrate the forest and ranching industries in order to 
enhance both forestry and grazing practices so that forest production 
and understory forage productivity can be fully realized.” 

The forest was harvested at a 30% removal ratio, similar to a 
standard evenly-spaced commercial thinning approach.   Ten, 15 and 
20 m wide commercially-thinned strips with 20, 30 and 40 meter 
wide timber strips in between (respectively) were established in each 
of three adjacent forest sites. Timber was processed at the Kelowna 
and Armstrong mills.  Harvested strips were seeded with 30% 
orchard grass, 30% meadow brome, 30% intermediate wheatgrass 
and 10% white clover. 

TRU graduate students are monitoring forage productivity and 
quality, timber growth, soil carbon sequestration and plant diversity 
comparing the three different strip widths.  A second research project 

Silvopasture
that the answer can be yes, when collaboration and innovation lead the way for unique partnerships and 
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 Above: Rancher Nick 
Bapty in 10 meter strip

Group learning 
about forage 
productivity 

research

Grant Glessing, Tolko
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Photo right: Forage growth in strip 
Photo below: Forage availability in 

the understory

is examining snowpack and soil moisture retention  in the strips as 
compared with a more standard clearcut approach. 

What we have learned to date: For Tolko the big question was 
whether the quality of the wood harvested would be marketable.  
Surprisingly, the wood exceeded expectations and showed that the 
trees were harvestable. One question remains: is it economical? For the 
initial harvest the answer is no but going forward, Tolko would need 
the harvest system to be recognized under the stumpage system as a 
commercial thinning treatment which would allow the economics to be 
similar to harvesting under a clearcut system.

On the forage side: While there are two more years of research to go, 
preliminary results of the establishment year show most forage grew in 
the 15 m strip, and a comparison between forage in the tree understory 
and in the strips showed more forage overall in the strips.  

On the hydrological side: Larger openings accumulated more 
snow; snow in larger openings melted more quickly than in narrower 
openings; and, snowmelt in strips was delayed relative to roads, clearcut 
and forested stands.  Further work on soil moisture, water retention, and 
water volume will continue into 2019/2020.

This site is one of several 
silvopasture research sites that 
explore the integration of forage, 
cattle, and timber management. 
With the importance of forage 
supply to the sustainability 
of the cattle industry in BC, 
silvopasture projects like this 
one open a dialogue about doing 
things differently and show the 
value of collaboration. 
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TRU graduate student Steven Kega

Kyle Gillich (TRU graduate student) with Reynold Bergen 
(Beef Cattle Research Council)

Drone coming in for a landing

20 meter strip


