BCCA RESPONSES TO FRPA IMPROVEMENT INITIATIVE
ONLINE QUESTIONS

Climate Change and Resilient Landscapes

QUESTION: How should the Province identify opportunities and priorities for adapting forest management to a changing climate,
such as mitigating the effects of beetle infestations, drought and fire?
RESPONSES:
The BCCA encourages the province to engage with people on the landscape including ranchers and indigenous communities as
key sources of knowledge and expertise related to local land management. It is vital to have a forum in which their perspective
and ideas can be heard.
The BCCA strongly encourages the province to foster resilience through biological and ecological diversity, which includes
placing a greater emphasis on plant composition on the landscape, including forage.
Supporting soil health and the benefits that healthy soils can have on the water cycle is vital in climate change mitigation and
adaptation.
Forage is an effective agent of soil based carbon sequestration. Being soil based rather than fibre based, the carbon storage
capacity of forage is more resistant to fire events. There is evidence that the carbon sequestering capability and benefit of forage
may be further leveraged through grazing.
QUESTION: What factors should be considered in the planning of forest operations to reduce the risks of wildfire around your
community?
RESPONSES:
The BCCA encourages a major focus on forage and grazing as an effective way to maximize values derived from the landscape
and to minimize the risks of wildfire.
A landscape with abundant forage, particularly when the forage supply is routinely grazed, is more resistant to catastrophic
wildfire events than dense timbered landscapes. While forage dominated landscapes can burn, when grazed effectively they
typically do not result in the devastating crown fires that sweep the timbered landscape and that come at such high social and
infrastructure costs.
Some tangible options to consider in forest operations planning to reduce fire risk include:
a. Continuing to pursue programs that target the grazing of fine fuels in community interface areas, along transportation
and utility corridors and within community watersheds.
b. Efforts to reduce timber cover in strategic areas to break up the forest dominated landscape and curb spread of crown
fires. In some cases, converting lands to irrigated pasture or cultivated fields is a very effective tool to protect communities.
c.
Enhancing and connecting natural fire barriers by eliminating timber and utilizing targeted grazing to act as fire breaks.
d. Allowing variability in stocking standards and preferred species selection at the site level to encourage variety of plants
and open areas – breaking up the canopy, encouraging more open stands and encouraging natural fire resilience.
e. Anticipating the long term impacts of climate change on the landscape and refrain from planting trees where they won’t
be harvested, or where projections indicate that forests will likely not be the ecosystem type in an area.
f.
Employing the strategic use of prescribed fire
g. Employing Ecosystem Restoration efforts at scale to reduce forest ingress – particularly in community interface areas.
h. Enhancing focus on Soil Management. Too much soil disturbance through site prep (E.g. disk trenching) and road
construction is exacerbating the effects of drought, which contributes to wildfire risk. Soil exposure also creates conditions
for the spread of invasive plants.
i.
Modifying or reducing the practice of leaving coarse woody debris on cut blocks in interface and high fire-risk areas.
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Landscape level planning

QUESTION: A vital step in landscape-level planning is understanding what is important to the public. Based on what is important to
you or your community, what information on the condition of resource values (such as species-at-risk habitat) do you think is
necessary to support the planning process?
RESPONSES:
Increased and ongoing tracking of the health and extent of forage and timber resources through inventory will allow for
meaningful planning and policy decision making. BCCA encourages the province to conduct forage availability and soil health
assessments.
Managing crown resources for abundance, which includes deriving values from a diversity of resources the landscape (not just
timber) and maximizing shorter term returns from the landscape (forage values that support livestock, wildlife and healthy soils).
QUESTION: How would you like to be involved in the planning process?
RESPONSES:
As key, long-term stewards on the land and contributors to local economies and the provincial economy, it is imperative that a
planning and governance model be developed and implemented that ensures that the ranching sector is involved in all types of
planning: at a provincial level, at a regional level and at a site level.
o Producer involvement in groups like the Public Advisory Group (PAG) in the Fort St. John Pilot process is a good model.
o The ALC and the Ministry of Agriculture should be included in land use planning.
QUESTION: Resource roads are a valuable asset in the province as they provide access for the forest industry, ranchers, other
resource users, and the public for commercial and recreation purposes. Yet, these same road networks are costly to maintain and
have potential negative impacts on wildlife, water quality and fish habitat. What values do you believe are important to consider
when planning new roads, road use and maintenance, and deactivation in your area?
RESPONSES:
Linear features like roads have the potential to be significant assets or significant problems to grazing licencees, depending on
the circumstances, and as such, the ranching industry has a very keen interest in how, where and when resource roads are
developed, maintained and deactivated.
Planning for the cumulative long term impact of roads it vital to both minimizing ecological impacts, as well as ensuring that the
interests of other stakeholders like the ranching sector are well understood and attended to. As a licensee on the crown land
base, grazing licencees need to be involved in planning related to all roads that coincide with the spatial extent and functionality
of their tenure.
More planning is needed regarding the siting, construction, rehabilitation and/ or planned deactivation of roads before they are
built to minimize negative cumulative effects and to maximize benefits to other stakeholders, including grazing licences.
Include road construction and deactivation planning as a required element of the new Forest Operations Map.
Efforts should be taken to, where appropriate, rehabilitate and/or downgrade the status of ‘surplus’ roads.
Cattle guards should not be considered range developments. The maintenance of cattle guards should always be the
responsibility of the road permit holder. In the absence of a road permit, whoever is responsible for road maintenance should
also responsible for the cattle guard.
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Public Trust

QUESTION: How can the Province improve transparency and timelines of information regarding proposed operational and
landscape-level objectives, plans and results?
RESPONSES:
The development of a new requirement to use a Forest Operations Map is a positive and concrete measure toward transparent
resource planning. Being able to anticipate forestry impacts 2 years in advance is helpful, though longer term planning horizons
(5-15 years) would be more suitable in the context of meaningful land use planning.
QUESTION: What information will help inform your feedback on plans that may impact you, your community or your business (e.g.,
maps of cutblocks and roads planned in your area, hydrological assessments, wildlife habitat areas or recreation opportunities,
etc.)?
RESPONSES:
Consulting on draft Site Plans in advance with other tenure holders (ranchers) and in a timeframe that allows the ability to
provide meaningful input.

sTEWARDSHIP

QUESTION: What additional values should be considered in FRPA that will allow us to manage forest and range practices in a
better way?
RESPONSES:
Sustainable forage must continue to be a core value that is managed for on the landscape.
It is essential to elevate profile of the forage resource throughout FRPA in way that creates overarching guidance throughout
the act that results in a sustainable forage supply. This guidance must apply to timber, range and recreational activities.
A clear definition of Forage should be included in FRPA
The Forest Planning and Practices Regulation (FPPR) must include a definition of and an objective for sustainable forage.
New policy mechanisms and guidance need to be developed and implemented that allow Crown ALR lands to be managed
primarily in the interest of agriculture.
The BCCA want to ensure that an effective mechanism is in place to identify and manage natural range barriers.
Other values of importance to consider include:
o Supporting agriculture values on crown ALR lands.
o Fire hazard reduction
o Soil health - and the biology and building processes at work on the surface and sub-surface - are fundamental and the prerequisite for all productivity on the landscape. Soil is currently managed on a landscape basis, and more focus is needed at
the site specific level to encourage basic soil biology and soil building processes, to optimize the water holding capacity of
soil on the landscape, and reducing the incidence and duration of exposed soils.
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Oversight and Accountability

QUESTION: In what ways should the Province strengthen government oversight and industry accountability regarding forest and
range activities to better address the challenges of climate change and the interests of all British Columbians?
RESPONSES:
Enhancing District Manager (DM) Authority, to intervene in cases where forest operations will create undue impact on other
tenure holders or impact other values. Additionally enhanced DM authority is a concrete mechanism that can help align
decision making with local and regional land use planning.
Requiring licencees to report reviews and comments received from other stakeholders on planned activities to the DM to help
inform decision making. Additionally, the DM should be required to make a decision on whether the licensee has adequately
addressed the concern.

