Frequently Asked Questions

About

Growing Forward

1. What is Growing Forward?
2. What are the key priority areas for Growing Forward?  

3. Have Canadian Agriculture Ministers agreed to Growing Forward, the new policy framework?  

4. How is Growing Forward different from the Agricultural Policy Framework (APF)?  

5. Will Growing Forward replace the Agricultural Policy Framework (APF)? 

6. How much money will be spent on Growing Forward?  

7. When will Growing Forward be implemented?  

8. What is happening in the meantime while Growing Forward programs are being developed?  

9. Will there be more consultations and stakeholder engagement?  

10. Why is Growing Forward described as bold and market-driven?  

11. How is business risk management (BRM) addressed?  

12. How will Growing Forward address Canadian's priorities?  

13. How will Growing Forward provide flexibility in programming?  

14. Will anything be done about regulations governing the sector?  

15. What are some examples of new non-BRM programs that are being introduced?  



Q1. What is Growing Forward? 

A1. Growing Forward is a new five year agreement to Canada's agricultural sector that's focused on achieving results, reflects input from across the sector and will deliver programs that are simpler, more effective and tailored to local needs.

Q2. What are the key priority areas for Growing Forward? 

A2. Growing Forward puts more emphasis on building a more profitable and innovative sector through:

More investment in innovation: Growing Forward will create a more competitive and innovative sector by promoting investment opportunities in agri-based innovation and developing a new bioeconomy strategy.

Modernized regulations in key priority areas: Governments will work closely together to modernize regulation so they benefit society and the sector.

What matters to Canadians: Governments will take on a greater leadership role on key issues so that the sector can contribute to the continued good health and wellness of Canadians and to a vibrant and a healthy environment through improved environment and food safety programs.

Flexibility: Governments will work together to find the best ways of adapting programs to meet regional needs while working to achieve common national goals.

Managing risks: Governments will work together with the industry to put in place measures that help to prevent and prepare for disasters. Governments have already agreed on a new suite of business risk management programs.

Q3. Have Canadian Agriculture Ministers agreed to Growing Forward, the new policy framework? 

A3. On July 11, 2008, at their annual meeting in Québec City, federal, provincial and territorial Ministers of Agriculture came together to endorse and commit to Growing Forward, a vision for a profitable and innovative agriculture, agri-food and agri-based products industry that seizes opportunities in responding to market demands and contributes to the health and well-being of Canadians.

Q4. How is Growing Forward different from the APF? 

A4. We heard from producers and farmers that there was a need to focus more on achieving results for the sector and Growing Forward sets this out. Growing Forward delivers a business-based, market-focused stakeholder-driven plan for the future.

It includes an improved suite of business risk management programs, greater investment in innovation, action on key regulatory priorities, as well as an emphasis on environment and food safety programs.

Q5. Will Growing Forward replace the APF? 

A5. Yes, Growing Forward will build on the many successful programs of the APF. Some programs may be modified to be more responsive to the needs of producers and processors; other programs found to be less helpful will discontinue and resources reinvested in new or continuing programs under Growing Forward. The transition will be smooth and take place over time with plenty of advance notice about any program changes.

Q6. How much money will be spent on Growing Forward? 

A6. We're investing $1.3 billion in funding for new non-business risk management programs under Growing Forward, an increase of $330 million over non-business risk management programs under the Agricultural Policy Framework (APF). The funding is a cost-shared contribution, on a 60:40 basis, between the Government of Canada and provincial and territorial governments.

Q7. When will Growing Forward be implemented? 

A7. Once bilateral agreements are reached and delivery infrastructures are in place, new programs will be launched. Many Growing Forward programs will be launched April 1, 2009.

Q8. What is happening in the meantime while Growing Forward programs are being developed? 

A8. Building on the business risk management suite implemented in April 2008, we will focus on getting non-business risk management programs launched as quickly as possible. Negotiations toward bilateral agreements on programs and initiatives will take place in each province and territory. The sector will continue to be engaged in the process of developing new Growing Forward programs.

Q9. Will there be more consultations and stakeholder engagement? 

Q9. The input received through the multi-phased consultation process was essential to forming Growing Forward, and FPT governments will continue to engage the sector developing the new programs and initiatives under Growing Forward.

Q10. Why is Growing Forward described as bold and market-driven? 

A10. Growing Forward will encourage innovation in all parts of the value chain, from mind to market. It focuses on seizing opportunities in responding to market demands, placing profitability and success in the marketplace as the foundation of the policy.

Q11. How is business risk management (BRM) addressed? 

A11. Growing Forward addresses a key industry concern with a new suite of BRM programs announced on July 4, 2007 that fulfills a promise to farmers through simpler, more predictable and bankable programs to replace the Canadian Agricultural Income Stabilization Program (CAIS).

Q12. How will Growing Forward address Canadians' priorities? 

A12. Growing Forward will generate new benefits for Canadians by contributing to priorities in the areas of health, wellness and the environment. Food safety programs will contribute to the development, recognition and implementation of food safety systems, while environment programs will support on farm sustainable practices through environmental farm planning.

Q13. How will Growing Forward provide flexibility in programming? 

A13. Provinces and territories will have flexibility to adapt programming to respond to regional/local needs while achieving national objectives.

Q14. Will anything be done about regulations governing in the sector? 

A14. Growing Forward will help modernize and update regulations and standards to meet government's needs and to assist the sector's competitiveness. Through action on key regulatory priorities, Growing Forward will help to improve approvals for veterinary drugs, novel foods and food additives.

Q15. How will Growing Forward provide flexibility in programming? 

A15. Growing Forward will place greater emphasis on non-BRM programs in areas such as environment, food safety, science and innovation. Program details will be announced in the coming months as bilateral agreements are reached.
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For more information:

Public Information Request Services
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada
Sir John Carling Building 
930 Carling Ave 
Ottawa, Ontario  K1A 0C7 
Telephone: 613-759-1000
Fax: 613-759-7977
http://www4.agr.gc.ca/AAFC-AAC/display-afficher.do?id=1200344086309&lang=eng
