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Tenure Security
10. All levels of government must recognize the importance of Crown range tenures to the
viability of ranching operations.

Planning
11. Local Governments should have an Official Community Plan which sets density levels and

includes a Water Use Plan.

12. Local Governments should develop Agriculture Area Plans to complement their Official
Community Plan which addresses the agriculture’s current and future water needs. The
Agriculture Area Plan is a way to recognize farming, ranching and cattle grazing interests
within the community.

13. All Regional Districts should establish Agricultural Advisory Committees.

14. Local Governments and the Agricultural Land Commission should harmonize their list of
permitted uses on ALR lands.

Local Governments and the Agricultural Land Commission should work to streamline the
application process for landowners.

RECOMMENDED SOLUTION

15. The Province should establish an Agricultural Land Reserve Fund for the purpose of
supporting farmers / ranchers and encouraging farming activities on ALR lands.

Agricultural Land Reserve Fund
Lands within the Agricultural Land Reserve play an essential role for British Columbia’s future

food security. These lands continued to be undervalued and remain under threat from urban
and rural sprawl, afforestation, recreation and industrial development. Establishing an
Agricultural Land Reserve Fund would allow all of society to support British Columbia’s farmers
and ranchers while ensuring the continued protection of lands within the Agricultural Land
Reserve.

Contributors to the Agricultural Land Reserve Fund should be:
Land that is removed from the Land Reserve for residential, commercial or
industrial purposes should direct a portion of their annual property taxes to the ALR
Fund.

BC Cattlemen's Association

The Province should contribute the monetary difference between assessed land
value for agriculture and the value of that land if it was not bound by the Land
Reserve; this would include lands within a municipality.

Individuals or Corporations that purchase ALR lands for the purpose of speculation AG R | C U |_T U R AL |_ AN D R E S E RVE

or development (i.e., anyone that does not meet the requirement of a bonafide

El;nmder) should pay the difference between agricultural and residential tax into the Member Survey Results, Position Statement on the AL e
Individuals or Corporations that purchase ALR lands for the purpose of Recommendations for improving the Land Reserve
afforestation to offset their carbon footprint should pay a levy into the fund

(e.g., $lacre?).

The Agricultural Reserve Fund could be a source of revenue for an Ecological Goods &
Services program.

The BC Cattlemen's Association agrees with the principle of the Agricultural Land Reserve and
feels the full potential of these lands can only be achieved when agricultural operations are
financially viable. The Association is pleased to lend our full support for the Agricultural Land
Reserve only when agriculture, including ranching, is financially viable.
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GOVERNANCE of the LAND RESERVE

The BC Cattlemen's Association urges the Agricultural Land Commission to adhere to its mandate
“To preserve agricultural land and encourage and enable farm businesses throughout British
Columbia” and review existing procedures that may be impeding rather than enabling farm
businesses.

THE BC CATTLEMEN'S ASSOCIATION RECOMMENDS the following actions regarding the
Agricultural Land Commission and governance of the Land Reserve:

Mandate
16. The Agricultural Land Commission should adhere to their mandate to preserve agricultural land,
and encourage and enable farm businesses throughout BC.

Governance

The Agricultural Land Commission should:

17. Annually review existing Delegation of Authority agreements with Regional Districts to better
protect agricultural land and land owner’s rights.

18. Periodically review the Delegation of Authority agreement between the Agricultural Land
Commission and the Oil & Gas Commission. This review must involve an open discussion with
all interested agricultural land owners be fully transparent and meaningful.

19. Improve their governance by ensuring all Agricultural Land Commission Regional Panel
members have significant agricultural expertise and knowledge.

20. Ensure the Regional Panels uniformly apply the Agricultural Land Commission’s guidelines for

The BC Cattlemen’s Association objective In July 2008, the BC Cattlemen’s decision making.
is to work toward having the Agricultural Association cc,)nd.ucted a survey to obtain 21. Ensure the Chair of the Agricultural Land Commission has significant agricultural experience.
Land Reserve (ALR), or a suitable our members’ views on the Agricultural
alternative, function properly in the Land Reserve. With an above average Appeal Process
interest of agricultural landowners, response rate to the survey, the BC 22. The Agricultural Land Commission must improve its transparency by establishing an open and
particularly the ranching industry. Cattlemen’s  Association believes the effective appeal process that is supported by the agricultural community.
views expressed in the survey results are
To achieve this objective, the BC representative of our overall membership.
Cattlemen's Association surveyed its LAND USE PLANNING
members about their views on the ALR The survey results indicated members of The BC Cattlemen's Association believes that improvements are needed to minimize the impact on
and its effects on the ranching industry. our Association supported maintaining the the ranching community from urban and rural development. The effects of sprawl can be mitigated
Results of this survey formed the basis Agricultural Land Reserve but that several with better community development and coordinated land use planning.
for the positon statement and improvements were necessary to optimize ' _ _ _
recommendations to improve the ALR. the benefit to agricultural landowners. THE BQ CATTLEMEN'S ASSOCIATION. RECOMMENDS the following actions regarding
Results of our member survey are on Community Development & Land Use Planning:
In an effort to share the information and pages 4 & 5. Density Levels
history of the Agricultural Land Reserve, 23. The Agricultural Land Commission should ensure that density level plans are in place and met
two educational brochures were prepared before considering an application to expand the municipal boundary onto Agricultural Land
and distributed to the beef industry. The views of our members have guided Reserve lands.
These handouts were prepared with input the Association in building a list of twenty- Water Needs
:r?;n tgec Ag:g:g::: elr;?nd CC;(;rir;r:lss;Z l\giczjeltcuorrz]aqlnlq_zrr:galgzzz\zrfol:ntE:amrlzla?lgcl:hE:g 24. All levels of government ar]d the Agricultural Land Commission must cgn§ider the present and
available at: www.cattlemen.bc.ca industry. future water needs for agriculture and ensure these needs are given priority over:

Subdivisions or community expansion,
Oil & Gas development, and

Other industrial uses.
The BC Cattlemen’s Association will join

with other agricultural organizations and
collectively improve the effectiveness and
efficiency of the Agricultural Land Reserve
and Commission.

25. The practice by the Oil & Gas Industry of deep injection of water that is suitable for agricultural
purposes should be stopped. BCCA is concerned about the potential to contaminate fresh water
acquifers if lower quality or non-fresh water sources (i.e. salt water or treated sewer/storm
water) are used instead.

...cont'd




RECOMMENDATIONS

From the 2008 member survey, the BC Cattlemen’s Association has identified the following recommendations
to improve the use and effectiveness of lands within the Agricultural Land Reserve.

FOOD SECURITY

The Province’s food security is dependent upon healthy lands, access to adequate water supplies and skilled
ranchers and farmers to work the land. Equal consideration must be given to the people, land and water needed

to produce food, now and in the future. These are the cornerstones of the food security.

THE BC CATTLEMEN'S ASSOCIATION RECOMMENDS the following actions to encourage viable ranching

operations as a way to ensure British Columbia’s food security:

Industry Support

The success of the Agricultural Land Reserve is dependent upon healthy lands, access to water and skilled
ranchers. Without all three, the Province will not meet its food security goals. The Province must recognize its
responsibility for creating policies and regulations that enhance the industry and where this is not possible, the
Province create options for ranchers to exit the industry.

1. Recommend that government implement the Beef Value Creation Program as endorsed by the
Ranching Task Force.

2. The Provincial government work to implement the regulatory recommendations outlined in the Ranching
Task Force report (Dec 2009) that will ensure the ranching industry’s access to critical land and water
resources.

3. The Agricultural Land Commission should allow for the purchase and banking of development credits
and conservation covenants or other conservation tools. Covenants and other conservation tools must
not exclude agriculture as the primary land use.

4. The Provincial government should fund an Ecological Good & Services program which financially
rewards agricultural producers for their ecological contributions. This program should include a carbon
sequestration credit system.

Alternate Land Use
5. Alternate Land Use activities must be reversible thereby allowing at any time in the future, agriculture to
be carried out on that parcel, and must not be detrimental to the water resources or the environment.

6. In order to provide additional farm income, Local Governments and the Agricultural Land Commission
should provide flexibility to carry out activities that do not conflict or impede agricultural interests.

7. The Provincial government and Agricultural Land Commission should create guidelines to ensure
afforestation activities for the purpose of carbon sequestration do not impede the arability of that parcel
of land for agricultural purposes and must be returned to a state that is conducive for farming or
ranching.

8. The Agricultural Land Commission should only allow additional residences when legitimate farm need
for ranch labour and/or succession exists.

9. That new homesite applications made to Local Governments be referred to the Agricultural Land
Commission for review and approval.

POSITION STATEMENT

The strength of a nation depends on its ability to feed itself with a sustainable food
supply. The Province’s food security is dependent upon healthy lands, access to
adequate water supplies and skilled ranchers and farmers to work the land. Equal
consideration must be given to the people, land and water needed to produce food, now
and in the future. These are the cornerstones of the food security.

By creating the Agricultural Land Reserve in 1974, the Province
abrogated private property rights and caused immediate
significant  reductions in  property values. With the
implementation of the Agricultural Land Reserve, the Province B
has an inherent obligation to ensure farmers and ranchers have Secu rlty
the tools necessary to support and grow their businesses. Work

is still needed to provide long-term access to adequate water Farmers & Ranchers
resources along with regulatory framework that enhances

ranch businesses in order to meet the needs of the three

cornerstones.

The burden of the Agricultural Land Reserve must be cost-shared with society. Programs are
needed to discourage the fragmentation of ranchlands, including those within and outside of
the Agricultural Land Reserve. In the absence of Provincial regulations and programs to
enhance agricultural industries, the Province then has responsibility to provide ranchers with
options to diversify their businesses. The burden of the Land Reserve should not be the sole
responsibility of the agricultural landowners.

The BC Cattlemen's Association has identified several recommendations for improving the
Agricultural Land Reserve. Our goal is to improve the Agricultural Land Reserve for the present
generation of ranching families who are responsible for the stewardship of these lands and for future
generations who need to see that there is hope for a sustainable future on these lands. The
Association will continue to working co-operatively with the Province, the Agricultural Land
Commission and Local Governments to implement these recommendations.

Position Statement revised & adopted
by the BCCA Board of Directors, May 27, 2010



Do you believe it is critical to secure farmland at a local/regional level?
Yes 76% No 15% Unsure 5% No answer 4%

Rate the importance of the Agricultural Land Reserve Act in ensuring BC's ability to grow food locally?
Low 23% Med 12% High 63% No answer 2%

Is the current economic downturn in the cattle indu stry contributing to your views on the ALR?
Not at All 45% Somewhat 22%  Moderately 14% Very significantly 16%

Do you think the ALR should be eliminated?
Eliminate 23% Keep 64% Unsure 12% No answer 1%

Should exclusions of land from the ALR be permitted ?

Yes 60% No 24% Unsure 11% No answer 5%
, . .
) RanChel’S Op|n IONS onthe Should inclusions of land be permitted?
Did you purchase your land before or after the ALR was . Yes 74% No 6% Unsure 12% No answer 8%
established? Agricultural Land Reserve
Before 23% After 56% Both 20% No answer 1%

If land exclusions are permitted, should this be mitigated by  inclusions
into the ALR?

Do you feel your business options are limited by th e land use Yes 33% No 26% Unsure 28% No answer 13%

restrictions placed on ALR land?

0, 0, 0, 0,
ves 35% No 48% Unsure 11% No answer 6% Should land inclusions be in the same region as the excluded land?

0, 0, 0, 0,
Do you feel the ALR restricts your ability to sell? ves 44% No 18% nsure 24% No answer 14%

Yes 52% No 30% Unsure 15% No answer 3% Should exclusions and inclusions be from within the same

land capability classification (class 1-7)?

Rate the importance of land salability to the futur e of your Yes 44% No 18% Unsure 24% No answer 14%

agriculture business.

0, 0, I 0, 0,
Low 29% Med 18%  High 47% No answer 6% Do you think the current list of permitted uses of ALR land should be
. o . expanded?

5:\}5;206/0'mp0'\'}:3‘:f4% |anﬂi;2|gglo|2y to yourl\zgt;nsv\ll’:m;zt. Yes 32% No 29% Unsure 32% No answer 7%

In your opinion, what changes are necessary to impr ~ ove the ALR?

5% Financial Support & Ranch Viability

7% Subdivide Land for Succession

23% ALC Governance

8% Taxation
Do you think the current list of permitted uses of ALR land 3% Eliminate ALR
should be further restricted? 6% Other
Yes 9% No 56% Unsure 26% No answer 8% A47% No Answer
Do you feel the government should provide support p rograms In your opinion, what are some recommendations that ~ the BC
to offset the restrictions placed on lands withint ~ he ALR? Cattlemen’s Association can make to governmenttoh  ave the ALR
Yes 68% No 9% Unsure 13% No answer 10% better serve the ranching Community‘?

28% Financial Support
Do you fee] ALR restrictions shogld be applied to | and the 4% Improve Communication with Ranchers
same way in all parts of the province? 4% Subdivision for Succession
Yes 47% No 33% Unsure 14% No answer 6% 3% Abolish ALR

0,
Should the ALR land designation be retained on agri  cultural Do you believe the Agricultural Land Commissionis  effective ééoiz (Njgh;swer
lands that have been in a First Nations treaty sett  lement? in achieving their mission?
Yes 74% No 4% Unsure 6% No answer 16% Yes 20% No 16% Unsure 18% No answer 2%
Do you support payments to landowners for the Ecolo gical Do you agree with the current regional panel struct ure within
Goods & Services (EG&S) provided to society from ag  ricultural the ALC?
land? Yes 32% No 21% Unsure 39% No answer 8%
Yes 63% No 8% Unsure 11% No answer 17% ) )
Should the regional panel members be appointed ore  lected? Survey Fall 2008
Is the Agricultural Land Reserve the only way to pr  eserve Appointed 28% Elected 54% No answer 18% 1221 surveys
farmland?
Yes 29% No 39% Unsure 23% No answer 9% Do you feel there should be an appeal process on AL C panel 268 responses
decisions?

Do you feel conservation covenants should be allowe  d on ALR Yes 78%  No 6% Unsure 9% No answer 7% S
lands?

Yes 41% No 13% Unsure 27% No answer 19%




